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Terracotta Army Exhibit
By Charles Raisner

An enthusiastic group of LLI members filled the 
JMU bus to visit the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in 
Richmond for the special exhibit of the Terracotta 
Army: Legacy of the First Emperor of China. 
Despite a weather-related delayed departure 
from Wednesday to Friday, attendance was 
not appreciably affected, and the bright, sunny 
weather made the smooth ride on a comfortable 
bus all the more pleasant.

Upon our arrival at the museum, participants 
were given clear instructions to meet at the 
Special Exhibit entrance at one o’clock, where 
tickets would be provided.  We were given almost 
three hours of exploration time and quickly 
dispersed in groups and as individuals to explore 
the wonders of the creatively designed building. 
The beautifully displayed art covered many time 
periods and cultures. We were introduced to 
a wide array of art forms including paintings, 
sculpture, and jewelry representing a variety 
of epochs, cultures, and regions. There were 
representations of numerous schools of painting. 
The extensive collections of the museum could 
only be skimmed lightly or examined in detail in a 
limited way, within the time allowed.
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Before we approached the Terracotta Army 
exhibit, a break from viewing was welcome. 
A lovely and efficient café offered enticing 
sandwiches and salads for lunch. The café came 
with ample seating, overlooking a broad pond-
lined lawn scattered with pieces of provocative 
modern sculpture. Upon entering the special 
exhibit, we were given the option of renting 
a hand-held audio device for $5. I found it 
worthwhile.

The Terracotta Army Exhibit begins by explaining 
some of the early history of China, particularly 
the years of the first Emperor of China, Qin 
Shihuang, of the Qin Dynasty, 221 – 210 BCE. The 
exhibit used various artifacts to describe the daily 
life in China at the time. They showed the high 
degree of artistic, creative, and technical skill 
present in ancient China. An example displayed 
was the metal mechanism of a crossbow, which 
allowed firing arrows with greater ease, force, 
and distance than a standard bow. 

After viewing the extensive outer display, we entered a large room filled with ten majestic, life-size 
terracotta soldiers that were intended to accompany the Emperor to the after-life. Perhaps one of 
the most astounding aspects of these archaeological wonders is that each soldier is painstakingly 
depicted with his own distinct dress and armor according to his rank (general, crouching archer, 
standing archer, etc.) and duty, each poised for battle. Most dramatically, the exhibit ends with a 
cavalryman alongside his horse (also carefully configured) in front of a large photograph of some 
of the eight thousand clay soldiers that had been unearthed near the city of Xian in western China 
in 1974. While we see the terracotta soldiers in grey, they were each painted in bright colors at 
the time of the emperor’s burial, depicting the variety of uniforms of the varying ranks of soldiers. 

The exhibit pointed out that the First Emperor of China, Qin Shihuang, had many extraordinary 
accomplishments. He united the seven warring states into a country, created a standardized system 
of weights, unified Chinese coins (a monetary system), standardized writing, and established a 
legal system. The exhibit displayed signet rings containing specific letters or symbols to identify 
the individual owner. The Emperor also built roads and canals to increase easy transportation and 
began construction of the Great Wall of China for protection of borders.   

There was sufficient time after the exhibit to relax and visit the gift shops, and perhaps take 
another ride on the glass-enclosed elevator before the bus ride back to Harrisonburg, ending a 
very enlightening and enjoyable trip.
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The LLI team projects vary from working with children 
at preschools and afterschool programs, to yard 
work, painting, administrative work, and maintenance 
work. There is something for everyone. This day also 
allows for community members to learn more about 
the important work that different non-profits in the 
community are doing. It is an amazing day and YOU 
could be a part of it!

SAVE THE DATE! JOIN THE LLI TEAM!
Day of Caring 2018

Wednesday, May 9

GIVE THE GIFT OF YOU - VOLUNTEER!

Sign up to join one of the LLI teams as we volunteer to give back to our community. 
We have the choice to go to various sites in the community to participate in many 
different projects, all benefiting local nonprofits.

For information, contact Deane Geier at singerg.123@gmail.com or call 833-5216

The New Horizons Band has been busy rehearsing for spring performances. Try to catch them 
on one of the following dates:

March 18 | 2:00pm
Anthony Seeger Hall, corner of South Main St. and W. Grace St.

April 12 | 2:00pm
Sunnyside Retirement Community in the chapel

April 19 | 2:00pm 
Bridgewater Retirement Community, Lantz Chapel

April 26 | 2:30pm 
Thomas Harrison Middle School, an intergenerational performance
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Lincoln’s Birthday Commemoration
By Rosemarie Palmer

Every year for the past 30-plus years, Phil Stone has given a presentation about some aspect 
of President Abraham Lincoln’s life on Lincoln’s birthday, February 12. The public is invited to the 
gathering held at 2:00pm, and usually some Lincoln descendants show up. This event occurs at 
the historical Lincoln Homestead Cemetery where five generations of Lincoln’s relatives are buried, 
including the family patriarch John Lincoln and two of the Lincoln family slaves, Queenie and 
Ned. The Lincoln Homestead, now privately owned, stands on the southeast side of Linville Creek 
Road, about five miles north of Harrisonburg on Highway 42. Jacob Lincoln, one of John Lincoln’s 
sons, built the two-story brick house around 1800. It is located less than a half mile from the site 
of John Lincoln’s original house. The house, now vacant, remained in the Lincoln family until 1874 
when it was sold to the Bowman family. In 1972, it was listed on the National Historic Register 
and is currently for sale. In 2017, it was placed on the most endangered historic places listing by 
Preservation Virginia. An historical marker stands on the highway in front of the house.

In 1768, John Lincoln, his wife, five sons and four daughters moved from Berks County Pennsylvania 
into the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia where he purchased 600 acres on Linville Creek, now 
in Rockingham County. “Virginia John” Lincoln’s eldest son Abraham was the father of Thomas 
Lincoln born in 1778. In 1762 Abraham and his family migrated to central Kentucky. There, Thomas 
married Nancy Hanks and became the father of Abraham Lincoln, the sixteenth President of the 
United States. President Lincoln knew about the Virginia branch of his family, but was never able 
to visit because the Civil War years intervened.

Phil Stone, a local attorney, established the Lincoln Society of Virginia when he was President of 
Bridgewater College. Besides the annual cemetery commemoration, a symposium on Lincoln lore 
is usually given at the college.

The Lincoln Homestead is currently for sale on Zillow, for $349,000. 
Address: 7884 Harpine Highway, Linville, VA 22834
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DID YOU KNOW?
LLI is a member-driven and member-led organization. What does that mean anyway? It means 
that the classes, social events, trips and activities that are offered each semester are planned 
by and arranged by LLI volunteer members. If it were not for these volunteers, LLI would cease to 
exist. If you have enjoyed your classes and trips and activities, please consider giving back to LLI 
by volunteering. Please contact these chairpersons or the LLI office directly.

Administration and Finance Committee - Joe Laughland, Chairperson
Do you like numbers?  Do you like to measure resources against performance? If the answer is yes, 
we need you to join the Administration and Finance Committee (AFC). AFC evaluates and adjusts 
LLI’s income and expense activities to improve members’ LLI experience. AFC duties include:
• Meeting every other month to review LLI finances and make recommendations as needed.  

Properly managing LLI’s finances helps to improve curriculum and increase membership.
• Creating  a budget in May for the upcoming fiscal year based on previous income/expense 

performance and areas that could benefit from additional funding.

Participating in the AFC provides a rewarding activity which contributes significantly to LLI’s mission.  
So, if you like numbers, consider volunteering for this committee.  We have an opening just for you.

Curriculum Committee - Kathy Picerno, Chairperson
The Curriculum committee members enjoy taking classes through LLI as well as planning them 
for other members. We work to expand the number of classes and the variety of topics that LLI 
offers by reviewing members’ suggestions, following up on instructors who have expressed interest 
in teaching, and submitting our own ideas. It is a very rewarding committee to be on and we 
welcome more people to join us. 

Events and Lectures Committee - Mary Alic and Brian Roberson - Co-Chairpersons
The Events and Lectures committee plans Brown Bag Lunches, Ed-Ventures, coach trips, and the 
main social events of LLI, including the spring and fall previews and annual dinner. If you enjoy 
visiting local area gems and treasures, and exploring topics of interest, you would also enjoy being 
on the Events and Lectures Committee. And if you love to be involved in the whirlwind of social 
events, you would also enjoy the Events and Lectures Committee.  Satisfy your sense of adventure, 
share your interests, and enjoy the dynamics of this energetic committee!

Publicity Committee - Anne Kendrick
The Publicity Committee has the responsibility for the following:
• To publicize events and activities using newspapers, magazines and newsletters.
• To promote activities and events with TV ads, radio spots and other media such as Facebook.
• To attend local organizations and community events to reach out to target audiences.
• To organize and manage the distribution of catalogs for fall and spring semesters in a timely     

manner.
• To work with the LLI Director and the O & E Marketing Coordinator to seek ways and means to 

diversify our audience.
• To coordinate activities with the Membership Committee.
• To present a committee report to the Advisory Board in September, November, January, March 

and May.
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The Island of Aphrodite: 
Mediterranean Cooking 
Classes & Tour of Cyprus
By Claudia Hanna

The year 2018 ushered in a new/old way of 
eating. The Mediterranean Diet has been 
hailed as the Best Diet to follow for overall 
health by US News & World Report. 

But if you are a Lifelong Learning Institute 
member, you already know that. Our very 
own Mediterranean diet and lifestyle 
instructor, Claudia Hanna, has been teaching age-old, delicious and (sometimes) unique and 
wacky foods since 2015. Claudia grew up in Harrisonburg, and after college and graduate school 
she traveled across the world for years as a management consultant before trading power suits 
for flip-flops and beach sarongs for a simpler, healthier life in Cyprus. She lived on this Island of 
Aphrodite for eight years with her husband and two youngish children, where she observed that 
it was the Mediterranean Lifestyle, and not just the diet, that had people living as long, and as 
healthy as possible. 

Claudia moved back to the Valley several years ago and began writing and teaching about the 
Mediterranean Lifestyle through her blog, Live Like a Goddess. In her JMU LLI classes, Claudia 
teaches the preparation of a variety of typical Mediterranean and Middle Eastern foods that 
show her students healthy can be wonderfully delicious. Some of the recipes she teaches are 
spanakopita, roasted eggplant salad, tabbouleh, meatless lentil balls, how to incorporate rose 
or mandarin water in foods and desserts, and more. Her classes are always full, so be certain to 
register early!

In addition to these Mediterranean cooking classes, Claudia led her first 10-day tour to her old 
stomping ground: Cyprus in October 2017. It was a huge success. With 12 attendees, the group 
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enjoyed traditional and non-traditional excursions and stayed at an all-inclusive, five-star hotel 
on the crystal blue Mediterranean. They enjoyed professionally-guided tours to multiple locations 
across the island, including the birthplace of Aphrodite at Petra Tou Roumiou, the port-city of 
the Biblical Roman city of Salamis, and the 11th century Roman Catholic Bellapais Monastery. 
The group was treated to a sunset dinner cruise on the Mediterranean. They were able to visit an 
ecological village and learn to make traditional Cypriot cheeses, including Halloumi and Anari 
(delicious!). They were able to pick olives, visit a working olive oil press and an olive factory. They 
ended their tour with spa treatments and a traditional Turkish Hammam. 

The 10-day tour was designed to introduce the culture and history of Cyprus, from an insider’s 
perspective. Claudia is leading another 10-day tour in early November 2018. She will also resume 
Mediterranean Cooking classes beginning Fall 2018. Be certain to follow along, sign up early and 
be prepared to Live Like a God or Goddess with her on this journey!

Beyond Wool – Needlepoint Today
Mondays | 9:30 - 11:30am | JMU Ice House

Gentle Yoga
Fridays | 1:30 - 3:00pm | Elkton Recreation Center

Learn Duplicate Bridge
Saturdays | 9:30 - 12:00pm | Simms Educational Center

The Way of the World: Short Stories of Initiation, Growth & Apprenticeship
Wednesdays | 9:30 - 11:30am | JMU Ice House

Women Who Made Biblical History
Wednesdays | 1:30 - 3:30pm | VRMC Retirement Community

Brazilian Culture
Wednesdays | 1:30 - 3:30pm | JMU Ice House

Underground Railroad Quilt Sampler
Thrusdays | 9:30 - 11:30am | Ragtime Fabrics

Beginning Finger Style Guitar
Mondays | 1:30 - 3:30pm | JMU Ice House

How the Commentators Read the Text for Meanings(s)  
Wednesdays | 1:30 - 3:30pm | JMU Ice House 

And of course the Senior Singers and the New Horizons Band are always open to new 
members. 

Spring Class Spaces Still Available! 
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A Local “Village”: Retirees help each other stay in their homes
By Keith Gnagey (president, Park View Village board) and Chris Edwards (PVV 
and LLI member)

In 2011 “Park View Village,” affiliated with the Village-to-Village Network, opened for membership 
in northwest Harrisonburg. 

This kind of “Village” is not a place but a voluntary group, primarily of retirees (much like LLI 
members) who all live nearby in a neighborhood, subdivision, small town, or section of a city. 
Village groups are affiliated with the Village-to-Village Network, a movement that began with 
Beacon Hill Village in Boston over 15 years ago. Its website (www.vtvnetwork.org) reports there are 
over 200 active Villages, with many more forming across the U.S. The mission of Park View Village 
is “to provide members with community-building services, thereby promoting independence, 
convenience, safety, and well-being for those who wish to remain in their own homes as they age, 
surrounded by a multi-generational community.”

Every Village is unique. Park View Village currently has 56 members. By gathering for educational 
programs and fellowship, we expand our circles of friends and knowledge. We have made day 
trips to historic sites and museums and have met with health experts, Harrisonburg mayors, law-
enforcement officials, and recently, our neighbor and Eastern Mennonite University President 
Susan Huxman. Program topics have ranged from needs of refugees and former prisoners, to a 
recent inside tour with Ben Trumbo, lead brewer for Pale Fire Brewery at the Ice House in downtown 
Harrisonburg. A holiday dinner and summer picnic are popular annual events. 

One of our most meaningful programs was a presentation by a late PVV member’s family about 
her final years of life following a paralyzing accident. She was able to remain in her home and 
enjoy a good quality of life thanks to combined help from family, friends, neighbors and home 
healthcare workers – in sync with the Village movement’s mission.

PVV members help each other 
by sharing a database of local 
service vendors, ranging from 
pet-sitting to home renovation, 
whom members recommend 
for their quality work and 
reasonable costs. We also have 
a referral network for members 
available to provide each other 
with volunteer help including 
transportation. Meanwhile, we 
have begun partnering with 
the neighborhood’s Virginia 
Mennonite Retirement Community 
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for some activities, including movies that Village members show monthly at VMRC. 

Park View Village’s board wants to grow membership in Harrisonburg and expand to add Villages 
in Rockingham County. Check the PVV website: www.parkviewvillageva.org

PVV has recently heard from people in several local areas interested in forming “Villages.” If 
you and some of your neighbors want to explore the idea, our Village would be glad to provide 
information. 

Contact Paul A. Yoder at payoder@comcast.net, 540-810-0923; or Greg Versen, gregversen@
yahoo.com, 540-433-1018, cell 540-246-1299. 

Established in 2009, the Classic Book Group devotes two hours of discussion once a month 
to a book written at least 50 years ago. Books include Silent Spring by Rachel Carson; Look 
Homeward Angel by Thomas Wolfe; Candide by Voltaire; Death in Venice by Thomas Mann; The 
Tin Drum by Gunter Grass; The End of The Affair by Graham Greene. Because participation is 
expected, our membership has been held at eight. At this point, we are not taking new members. 
If, however, someone would like to begin a new book group on a theme of their choice, please 
feel free to contact Betty Hoskins at hoskinbf@jmu.edu for further information.

Join a Special Interest Group! 

The Diggers is a Special Interest Group consisting of people who are enthusiastic about 
genealogy, whether they are new to the field or are experts with many years of experience. 
We share information with each other on books and magazines, along with internet links and 
websites which are relevant to people’s family history. Membership is currently around 55, and 
anyone is welcome to join. In the past, we have made field trips to local genealogy libraries 
and have attended family history conferences in nearby cities. We usually meet on the second 
Friday of most months, from 10:00 am until noon in Room 106 at American National University on 
Country Club Boulevard in Harrisonburg (behind Lowe’s). We also have a Facebook page which 
many people find helpful. Our motto is, “Genealogy: Where you confuse the dead and irritate the 
living.”
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Welcome New LLI Members! 
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Bridgewater
Sara Beardsley
Beth Blackmer
Stephen Blackmer
Faith Cowens
Christine Harper
James Harper
Rich Harris
Mona Williams

Charlottesville
Gregory Morgoglione

Broadway
Deborah Black
Barbara Finnegan
Jean Kinsey

Crimora
Cecelia Wolf

Dayton
George Coffman
Mark Frazier
Stephanie Gardner

Edinburg
Roy Nilsen

Elkton
Bonnie Burt
Aletha Crawford
Annie Dean
Linda-Lee DiVecchia
Thomas DiVecchia
Pamela Hamilton
Jacob Underwood
Jessica Watts

Grottoes
Earl Jantzi

Fishersville
Stephanie Lambert

Harrisonburg
Jane Alberico
Karen Allen
Ralph Allen

Susan Beachy
Pat Benninghove
Dick Bethune
Virginia Bethune
Jim Bishop
C. J. Borden
Frances Burt
Leslie Burt
Barbara Campbell
Raymond Campbell
Nancy Catlin
Kathy Clancey
Pau Clancey
Gloria Conner
Fred Copithorn
Vanessa Daniels
Kristen Drueen
John Eley
Jackie Gerrard
Miriam Godshall
Susan Godshall
Sheila Haaland
Dorothy Hertzler
Bill Ingram
Carol Ingram
Brenda Kepner
Kathleen Kurtz
Judy Ligon
Beverly MacLeod
Renee Mahon
George Marrah
Elizabeth Mauzy
Janice McArdle
Chip McIntyre
Fran Moore
John Noffsinger
Sandy Norton
Michelle Ornstein
Ella Pascale
Elmo Pascale
Judy Phillippi
Richard Phillippi
Vickie Phillips
Jack Presbury
Richard Presgrave
Jessica Rainey
Carolyn Reed
Brenda Robey

Ron Robey
Ramona Sanders
Patricia Shelton
Sadie Showalter
Sue Sours
Jo Anne St. Clair
Philecta Staton
Tom Syre
Judith Weaver
Wendy Weaver
Thomas Webster
Ginny Whitehill
Joeph Whitehill
Nancy Wilkes
Kim Withers

Keezletown
Greg Engel
Stephen Suter
Jean Sutherland

Linville
Joann Grayson
Shirley Hochstetler
Carla Jacobs
Rebecca Myers

McGaheysville
Martha Brooks
Rick Childs
Susan Gladwell
Fred Glick
Anne Grossman
Nancy Gwaz
Paul Gwaz
Donna Jo McCloskey
Phyllis Saufley
Diane Wolfe
Sophia Zukrowski

Mount Crawford
Laura Rinehart
Sandra Sylvest
Carolyn Yager

Mount Jackson
Richard Critz
Oma Gail Simmons

Mount Sidney
Lynn Hill

Mount Solon
Ed Craun
Mary Lehtinen

New Market
Sharon Weatherholtz

Penn Laird
Keir Adam
Laura Brennan
Bo Rose

Quicksburg
Sylvia Keane

Rockingham
Gail Bundrick
Thomas Bundrick
Marla Coggins
Ann Doyle
Joan Frederick
Nancy Gerseny
Tom Gerseny
Winston Hensley
Linda Hotinger
Ronald Hotinger
Carolyn Kyger
Janet McCulloch
Jenny Miller
Robert O’Hearn
Carolyn Peake
Jane Sellers
John A Sellers
Grayson Sless
Bruce Stambaugh
Margot Utterback
Cynthia Wishon

Shenandoah
Betty Hammer
Cynthia Mora
Jackie Sullivan-smoot
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Singers Glen
Janet Briganti
Len Carroll
Adele Durost

Staunton
Barbara Gough
Shirley Robinson
Faith Spear
Jo-Walter Spear
Michael Stahl
Joseph  Witcofsky

Steeles Tavern
Vicki Langdon

Strasburg
Ginger Aliotti

Stuarts Draft
Morgan Liddick
Patricia Liddick

Verona
Deborah Cheezum
Ellen Noland

Weyers Cave
Jane Elkins

Carol Fleming
Assistant Dean, 

Outreach & Engagement
(540) 568-8987

fleminca@jmu.edu
 

Nancy Owens
Director, 

Lifelong Learning Institute
(540) 568-2333

owensne@jmu.edu
 Sue Gee

Administrative Assistant, 
Lifelong Learning Institute

(540) 568-2923
geesw@jmu.edu

 

Tyler C. Morris
Marketing Coordinator, 

Outreach & Engagement
(540) 568-5248
morristc@jmu.edu

 

Melissa Lubin, Ph.D.
Dean, 

Outreach & Engagement
(540) 568-5532

lubin2mm@jmu.edu

Newsletter Committe
Betty Hoskins

Chris Edwards
Rosemarie Palmer

Nancy Owens
Design by Tyler C. Morris
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